
                               YALE DRAMA (SKETCH)

INT.  AUDITORIUM - 

JAMES BUNDY stands center stage at a podium, the audience is Yale 
School of Drama’s auditorium.

JAMES BUNDY
Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you so much 
for attending Prospective Students Day 
here at Yale’s MFA Graduate Acting 
program. I see some familiar faces in the 
crowd...and some new faces too. I’m sure 
Matt and Claire gave an informative 
presentation. 

MATT & CLAIRE burst through the curtain behind in their all black outfits, 
both wave and bow in unison. 

JAMES BUNDY (CONT’D)
Thank you two. 

(Matt & Claire bow again.)
That’s enough.

(They exit.)
Well now is as good a time as any to open 
it up to any more specific questions you 
may have.

OLD GINGER (80) raises her hand in the audience, really trying to get 
James’ attention with grunts and such. Her big curly hair is obviously a 
wig and her appearance is almost that of a “bag lady.”

JAMES BUNDY (CONT’D)
Anyone? 

(Nobody else raises their hand 
but Old Ginger.)

Alright then. You...in the overcoat.

OLD GINGER
“Attaboy! I don’t just comb my hair for 
nobody!” I was just wondering if you could 
speak to the thirty and older set?
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JAMES BUNDY
Hello, Ginger. Now what do you mean?

OLD GINGER
What would you say to someone who’s 
thirty years old and applying?

JAMES BUNDY
Are you thirty Ginger?

OLD GINGER
Attaboy! Do I look younger?

BERNARD (80) stands next to her.

BERNARD
You doubting my wife’s age there, James?

JAMES BUNDY
Hello, Bernard. Here you are again.

BERNARD
“If there’s a beef with me, it better be 
baloney!” Nice to see you, James. 
Everything copacetic?

JAMES BUNDY
Sure. We should really get to some other 
questions.

(Trying to move on.)
Anybody?

OLD GINGER
Attaboy! Did you and your fellers like our 
audition this week? 

JAMES BUNDY
Ginger, our panels are intended to critique 
monologues.

BERNARD
Baloney! It’s a two for one deal, and we’re 
serving Filet Mignon! Annnnd “ACTION!”
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By this point they are on stage to begin their “performance.”

OLD GINGER
(spinning a fake...or real 
parasol)

What a ducky day out here on the 
boardwalk...

BERNARD
Now you’re on the trolley, honey! A little 
peck would make it better!

OLD GINGER
Bank’s closed baby!

BERNARD
Hey! If you’ve got a beef with me, it better 
be baloney!

OLD GINGER
Attaboy! I don’t just comb my hair for 
nobody!

James stops them.

JAMES BUNDY
Alright, alright! We already gave you two 
your audition for the week. This is a Q&A, 
so unless you have questions, just 
please...behave. 

(They sit in the front row.)
Anyone?

(Nobody but Bernard raises 
their hand.)

BERNARD
I have dietary restrictions!

JAMES BUNDY
I’m sorry to hear that Bernard.
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BERNARD
Can’t eat dairy, squirts right outta me. So 
what do I do?

JAMES BUNDY
I’m not a real doctor. Are there questions 
about the actual graduate program?

OLD GINGER 
What’s dorm life like? They let the ladies 
bunk up with the fellers?

BERNARD
Haven’t spent a night without Ginger going 
on 60 years.

OLD GINGER
“Attaboy! I don’t just comb my hair for 
nobody!”

JAMES BUNDY
Alright you two, let someone else have a 
turn!

OLD GINGER
Attaboy!

BERNARD
Baloney!

JAMES BUNDY (CONT’D)
You there.

(Finally a raised hand.)

YOUNG WOMAN
What’s up with the acting program?

JAMES BUNDY
What’s up with it?

YOUNG WOMAN
Yeah, like...what’s up with it?

JAMES BUNDY
Could you be more specific?
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YOUNG WOMAN
Ehhhhh, no.

JAMES BUNDY
Well, I suppose “what’s up with it” is that 
Yale offers a three year graduate acting 
program that examines voice, movement, 
commedia, Shakespearean text, and the 
like. It’s known as the best program in the 
country and our alumni include Meryl 
Streep, Sigourney Weaver, Paul Newman--

OLD GINGER
Paul Newman! Attaboy! I’d put a bit of his 
dressing on my salad!

BERNARD
Baloney!

OLD GINGER
I’d let him put his Cool Hand on my Luke!

BERNARD
Baloney!

OLD GINGER
I’d let him Butch Cassidy my Sundance 
Kid!

BERNARD
Baloney!

OLD GINGER
I’d let him use the Effects of his Gamma 
Ray on my Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds!

BERNARD
Baloney!

JAMES BUNDY
HONESTLY! 
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JAMES BUNDY
You two! Every week! I try to come up 
here and lead a productive Q&A and all 
you do is cause chaos with your pathetic 
routine and out-of-date sayings! You’re too 
old and too oblivious to even be allowed on 
the Yale Campus!

James puts his head down for a moment, realizing he may have gone too 
far. Ginger and Bernard stand in silence, shocked. Until--

BERNARD
BALONEY!

OLD GINGER 
Listen here, Mr. Bundy! We aren’t just 
nobodies. We didn’t just fall out of a hat 
and land in an aluminum pie tin! Our 
names used to be up in lights on The Great 
White Way. 

BERNARD
We were a renowned comic duo at the 
height of The Golden Age of Broadway! We 
starred with the best of them!

OLD GINGER
Ethel Merman.

BERNARD
Eddie Cantor.

OLD GINGER
Kitty Carlisle.

BERNARD
Lucky Dewey.

OLD GINGER
Thomas “Cat-Scratch” Taft.

BERNARD
Lonny “Lip-Service.” 
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OLD GINGER
Reginald Pipes.

BERNARD
Dora of Gamorrah.

OLD GINGER
Horseface Huey.

BERNARD
Clam-and-a-Biscuit Cleaver.

OLD GINGER
Turkey Neck Paul.

BERNARD
The Earl of Cheese.

JAMES BUNDY
That’s enough! I’m here as a resource of 
information and you are obstructing the 
session. I’m not here to babysit. I’m going 
to have to ask you two to step outside.

OLD GINGER
Is he kicking us out, Bernard?

JAMES BUNDY
Please.

BERNARD
I suppose so darling. Come on. We know 
when we’re not wanted.

They begin to leave, slowly, collecting their bags and props. When they 
reach the door, Ginger turns to face Mr. Bundy.

OLD GINGER
This is a fine institution. It’s a shame the 
administration doesn’t respect real passion 
and verve and  it gets its rocks off on 
being exclusive. 
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You should consider yourself lucky, Mr. 
Bundy BECAUSE I DON’T JUST COMB 
MY HAIR FOR NOBODY! 

BERNARD
We’ll be back next week and we’re gonna 
blow your socks off!

OLD GINGER
Attaboy!

They leave.

James BUNDY
Alright, I’m sorry about that everybody. 
Now where was I?

YOUNG WOMAN
...Notable alumni?

JAMES BUNDY
Ah, yes. Yale is a very prestigious program 
whose alumni include Meryl Streep, Paul 
Newman, Tony Shaloub, Molly Melancholy, 
Pepe McGruff, Muffin-Top Steve, Slappy 
Nubbins... 

LIGHTS SLOWLY FADE
Bum Scrumptner, Chicky Cock-a-Doodle, 
Nana the Banana Eatin’ Gramma...

FINI.
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